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AT a Meeting of the Council this day, by 
adjournment, for the purpose of taking 
into consideration a Despatch from the 
Secretary of State for Colonies, to His 
Excellency Sir Henry Warde. 



Mr. H AMD EN addressed the Board :— 

I rise to call your attention to the most mo- 
mentous subject that, perhaps, ever engaged the 
deliberations of this Board. The Despatch from 
Lord Bathurst to his Excellency the Governor, 
demands our most careful and attentive consi- 
deration; not less on account of the variety, than 
of the importance of the topics which it embra- 
ces. I believe I may say, that few men inter- 
ested in West India property have felt less 
anxiety concerning the late proceedings in Eng- 
land in reference to these Colonies, than I have : 
but if I have regarded the attempts of our ene- 
mies with a smaller degree of apprehension than 

B 
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others have, it is not because I have mistaken 
their tendency, or under-rated their danger; 
but because I felt confident that the wisdom and 
foresight of Government would defeat the mis- 
chievous projects of these relentless popularity- 
hunters. But, Sir, I can no longer contemplate 
the crisis at which we have arrived, without 
serious misgivings. It is impossible for any 
reflecting man to peruse, without dismay, a 
Despatch from the Secretary of State for Colo- 
nies, threatening, in most direct terms, to legis- 
late for us in England, unless we adopt, in toto, 
and without hesitation, a certain plan of 
government for our Slaves, prescribed by him ; 
more especially when we find that, along with -4» 

many very wise and judicious regulations, there t 

are some which must prove totally subversive 
of discipline ; and others which, although appli- 
cable to the circumstances of some of these 
Islands, would be most inconvenient, if not 
ruinous to others. If this Despatch referred to 
points purely speculative — and where truth is to 
be sought by the deductions of reason alone — 
I should feel it the height of presumption in me 
to oppose Lord Bathurst, or to question the 
conclusions of his judgment. But in a matter 
of practical detail, where experience should be 
the guide, surely some deference is due to local 
knowledge^ and personal observation ; and the 
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mail who possesses these accidental advantages, 
may, I trust, without any dereliction of mo- 
desty, claim some right to be listened to. I 
hope I shall shew, before I sit down, that I 
have not come forward to raise captious objec- 
tions, or to excite a spirit of opposition to the 
measures proposed by the Minister. I declare, 
that, on the contrary, in attempting to point out 
what strike me as defects in the plan, I am in- 
fluenced by a sincere desire to insure the faith- 
ful and cordial co-operation of the People, in 
such measures of amelioration, as may ulti- 
mately obtain the sanction of the Legislatures, 

I shall now proceed to make a few remarks 
on certain points of his Lordship's Despatch; 
" It would be superfluous," says he, " to insist 
On the indispensable necessity of religious in- 
struction, as the foundation of every beneficial 
change in the character and future condition of 
the Slaves." This is an axiom not to be contro- 
verted ; — and I have great pleasure in being able 
to say, that the Inhabitants of this Colony are 
already deeply impressed with this truth ; and that 
the public voice calls loudly upon us to devise 
means for accomplishing, what all acknowledge 
to be necessary. There is already formed an 
Association of Gentlemen, in conjunction with 
the Clergy, for the purpose of furthering this 
most important undertaking, which, I doubt 

b 2 
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not, will prove effectual to its object : — but, it. 
must be obvious, that we have great difficulties 
to contend with ; the chief of which is, the want 
of persons properly qualified to instruct the 
Slaves. The Clergy have, with laudable zeal, 
offered to do all that is in their power ; but the 
labourers are too few for the vineyard; audit 
is impossible that these gentlemen, engaged as 
they are with parochial duties, can do much 
more than superintend the faithful execution of 
apian. We must have lay-catechists to inni- 
tiate the Slaves in the elements of religion, be- 
fore they will be capable of deriving much 
benefit from public discourses. The country, 
I fear, does not afford a sufficient number of 
persons, possessing the necessary qualifications, 
who would be able to undertake it. And, in- 
deed, if such were to be found, a still greater 
difficulty arises from the depressed, and almost 
ruined state of our affairs ; which would hardly 
enable us to furnish the means required for the 
support of an extensive establishment of Cate- 
chists. The masters themselves must contri- 
bute their personal labours, or little will be 
done. It is true that Lord Bathurst has held 
out a prospect of obtaining pecuniary aid from 
the British Parliament; but he has connected 
the offer with conditions, which, I fear, will 
compel the Inhabitants of Barbados to decline 
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the proffered boon ; although a difference in 
physical circumstances;, may make the condi- 
tions practicable in other Colonies., as I shall 
presently shew. Lord Bathurst requires the 
abolition of the Sunday market. And if the 
Negroes are to be made Christians,, they should 
undoubtedly be taught to respect the Christian 
Sabbath. " But/' says his Lordship, " no ap- 
plication will be made to Parliament for a grant 
of pecuniary assistance, except when the abo- 
lition of the Sunday market, and the substitu- 
tion of some other day for that purpose, has 
been prospectively secured." Now, Sir, I think 
I may assert, without fear of contradiction, that 
in the present depressed state of West India 
affairs, this concession, as far as it concerns 
Barbados, is impossible; impossible while we 
feed our Slaves, and provide for their comforts 
as we now do ; and while we pay the present 
duties on our produce, and the present rate of 
interest on our debts. Is it necessary in ad- 
dressing any assembly in this country, to expa- 
tiate upon our pecuniary difficulties ? Is it not 
known to every individual, that the Planter who 
is in debt to any amount, can barely keep down 
his interest ? How, then, can it be expected 
that, under such circumstances, we shall consent 
to surrender one-sixth part of our already ex- 
tenuated income? — for this is not a matter of 
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argument, it is a matter of arithmetic — of de> 
inonstration. If one-sixth of the productive 
labour of an Estate be withdrawn, the cultiva- 
tion, and consequently the returns, must be 
reduced in the same ratio. Now, let me ask, 
not which of us is willing, but which of us is 
able, to give up, in these bitter times, one-sixth 
part of the returns of his Estate ? We cannot 
suppose that we should be expected to continue 
the same cultivation, by increasing the daily 
task of the Slave ! But should such a regu- 
lation even go forth with the authority of the 
Legislature, supported by the power of Govern- 
ment, is it not to be feared that it would have 
the effect of inducing unkind and unfeeling 
masters to endeavour to indemnify themselves, 
either by increasing the labour, or by diminishing 
the allowances of the Slave ? I have said, that 
ai'rangements which may be adopted without 
much inconvenience in some Colonies, would 
lead to disastrous consequences in others ; and, 
in illustrating this remark, 1 shall be able to 
point out the injustice, which must result from 
this Procrustian system of legislation; which, 
without any regard to peculiarities of physical 
or moral condition, by which different countries 
are discriminated, would prescribe the same 
standard for all. In some of the more favoured 
Islands around us — as for example, in Trinidad, 
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St. Vincent, St. Lucia, Tobago, and, I believe, 
in the Colonies on the Southern Continent, 
where the soil is more fertile than ours, and 
where there is a more regular and constant suc- 
cession of rain, the labour of a man for one day 
in each week, is found sufficient to provide 
subsistence for himself, and, I believe, for his 
family ; it has hitherto been the custom to allow 
the Slaves a day in the week, for the purpose 
of cultivating spots of land which are allotted 
to them for their support, and the master has 
no further concern about feeding them. In 
such countries five days of the week yet remain 
to be applied to the cultivation of the staple 
crop of the plantation. In this Island, where 
our soil has become so sterile, as to require 
constant manuring, and where the droughts are 
sometimes so protracted that vegetation is oc- 
casionally at a stand for months, it is found 
necessary to make the raising of a sufficient 
crop of provisions a primary object of planta- 
tion ceconomyj and the same causes which 
forbid the master to trust to the spontaneous 
industry of the Slave, and the uncertain returns 
of constantly varying seasons, compel him to 
bestow an infinitely larger portion of labour on 
the cultivation of provisions, than is found ne- 
cessary in those favoured Islands. I have in- 
quired among a great number of the most ex- 
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perienced Planters, what is the quota of the 
labour of an Estate devoted to this object; and 
not one has placed it below a third — some have 
stated it at one-half. I believe we may take the 
medium, and fix it at two-fifths. The poverty, 
also, of our soil, renders the labour which re- 
mains to be applied to the cultivation of the 
staple crop, less productive than elsewhere. 
And, as in the Islands above alluded to, the 
Slaves are themselves farmers, and depend on 
the success of their farming ; so are they neces- 
sarily traders, and dependent on their success 
in the markets. With us, every necessary 
which the Slave can require, is provided by the 
Master, and is to be found in the stores of the 
Plantation. The goods which they have to take 
to market are comparatively insignificant; nor 
are the supplies which they procure from thence 
less so. The poultry which they may raise 
with the superfluity of their allowance, or the 
surplus of allowance in kind, which can never 
be considerable, are the only objects of ho- 
nest traffic which they have. As to more 
valuable articles of property, it is, you know, 
usual for the Slave to ask for a day in the week 
when he wishes to sell his pig or his goat ; and 
no respectable owner or overseei-, I believe, 
ever refuses it. You all know, Gentlemen, that 
not one-fourth of the adult population of your 
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Estates visit the town on the . present market- 
day, Sunday. Nevertheless, as the Slaves have 
been accustomed to the privilege of coming to 
town on that day, if they wished it, or of going 
any where else that inclination or business may 
direct them, we must grant some allowance of 
time, as a compensation for the privation which 
is implied in the abolition of Sunday markets. 
This must be the subject of future arrangement. 
An infinitely smaller concession than Lord 
Bathurst proposes, will be sufficient to sa- 
tisfy the Slaves on account of the innovation, 
while it would afford them abundant means of 
negociating their very circumscribed market 
transactions. A judicious selection of one or 
more members from each family, changing the 
persons, so as to give to each Slave a holiday 
in turn, will, perhaps, accomplish all that is re- 
quired. This I will venture to assert, thai in 
few parts of the world does the mere agricultu- 
ral labourer earn so much comfort for himself 
and his family, by a week's work, as our Slaves 
enjoy : — and whatever apparent concession some 
of the Colonies may seem to make, I will not 
acknowledge that there is a better system than 
ours, while I see our people so contented and 
happy, and while I know that we, with our very 
dense population, stand at the head of the scale 
with regard to increase. Gentlemen, I warn 
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you to look circumspectly before you concede, 
because, I trust, that every concession which is 
made, and every pledge which is given, will be 
observed with the strictest good faith. Let not 
the panic of the present moment terrify us into 
engagements which we cannot fulfil, and when 
perhaps, " ease would retract vows made in 
pain, as violent and void." 

I turn with pleasure to the next topic intro- 
duced in this Despatch, because I have the sa- 
tisfaction of agreeing most entirely with his 
Lordship upon it. Or, if indeed 1 do differ from 
him at all, it is in a way that will not disoblige 
him , for I am disposed to go even one step fur- 
ther in behalf of the Slave, than he has gone, 
68 Religious instruction," says he, " is also a 
necessary preliminary to another important im- 
provement in the condition of the Slaves — the ad- 
mission of their evidence in Courts of Justice." 
It is obvious that the total exclusion of Slave tes- 
timony, must render nugatory some of the pro- 
visions which may be made for their protection; 
and under the restrictions proposed by his Lord- 
ship, I do not think there is much danger that 
this privilege will be more frequently abused by 
the description of Slaves, to whom he would 
limit it, than by the lower orders of other classes 
who already enjoy the privilege in question. 
He recommends, that upon a Slave appearing in 
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a court to give testimony, lie shall produce, un- 
der the hand either of some of the parochial cler- 
gymen, or of the religious teacher authorized by 
the master or overseer to instruct him, a certifi- 
cate, stating, that the proposed witness has been 
so far instructed in the principles of religion, as, 
in the judgment of the party certifying, ade- 
quately to understand the obligation of an oath. 
And, to guard against false certificates, his 
Lordship proposes to keep parochial registers 
of the persons whose competency to give evi- 
dence shall, from time to time, have been certi- 
fied. He also suggests, that the being enrolled 
in such a list, maybe made an object of laudable 
ambition, and a stimulus to attention and 
good conduct. All this bears the stamp of wis- 
dom and justice. Utterly to exclude persons 
qualified, as above described, and whose qualifi- 
cations are so satisfactorily attested, from the 
right of giving testimony, would be as irra- 
tional as it would be unjust. The influence 
which a Master unavoidably possesses over the 
mind of his Slave, must always operate to the 
disadvantage of his credibility ; and Lord Ba- 
thurst, looking perhaps to this source of influ- 
ence, hesitates in proposing that Slave testimony 
shall be taken as sufficient proof against the life 
of a white person. I should be disposed to qua- 
lify this exception in one case. That is, where 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



12 

the dying declaration of a murdered Slave at- 
tributes his murder to a white person. In such 
cases, it might happen that no other direct evi 
dence could be obtained, and all the motives 
which could operate upon the mind of a Slave so 
circumstanced, would concur with the moral ob- 
ligation to speak the truth. Even the bad mo- 
tive of revenge would determine him to fix the 
accusation, and consequent punishment, upon 
the person who had deprived him of life, rather 
than upon any other individual. In all such 
cases allowance is made for the possibility of 
mistake, and much dependence is placed on cor- 
roborating circumstances. Nor would I render 
altogether inadmissible the testimony of Slaves 
who, being deficient in the necessary degree of 
religious knowledge, could not take an oath. 
The information to be derived from this inferior 
class may often afford a clue for the discovery 
of guilt, although it may not amount to absolute 
proof, and go to conviction. 

Lord Bathurst thinks that it would not be 
prudent to receive the testimony of a Slave 
against his Master : The same caution was ob- 
served amongst the Romans. But I haVe doubts 
whether, under certain circumstances, it may not 
be necessary to allow it. 

Upon the next subject, I shall touch very 
lightly— the marriage of the Slaves. So soon 
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as the Slaves are capable of comprehending the 
sacred obligations which they contract by mar- 
riage, according to the rites of our church ; and 
so soon as they are willing to engage in these 
exclusive and permanent contracts, lam sure that 
I shall have no objection to their forming matri- 
monial connexions. Nor am I disposed to dif- 
fer from the Noble Secretary for the Colonies 
in regard to the next subject of discussion — the 
manumission of Slaves. An Honourable Mem- 
ber of this Board some time ago gave notice 
of a bill to remove all obstacles to manumission : 
and the only opposition, if opposition it could 
be called, came from a Member, who very pro- 
perly observed, that it was unnecessary, inas- 
much as all difficulties were already removed, 
and the Colonial Law evaded, by what are called 
English manumissions — a mode of enfranchise- 
ment which had grown into almost universal 
practice, under the connivance of public opi- 
nion, and the acquiescence of the Courts, even 
before it had obtainedthe sanction of legislative 
authority. And I do not know that a better 
mode could be devised of obviating the incon- 
veniences arising from a disputed title in the 
Slave about to be manumitted, or of protecting 
contingent rights, than the plan proposed by 
Lorcl Bathurst. But, I confess, I do not think 
it just that the public officers should be deprived 
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of sueh fees (which by-the-bye are very mode- 
rate) as may accrue upon these transactions. 
These are all patent offices, held by a person re- 
sident in England, who enjoys a snug sinecure, 
while the labour of the office is performed by a 
deputy, who, in no single instance, I believe, 
retains a larger portion of the emoluments than 
is barely sufficient to defray the expenses of the 
office, and support himself. His Lordship re- 
commends that all manumissions should be re- 
corded. It is obvious how much this regula- 
tion would increase the expense of clerk -hire and 
stationary. 

Upon the subject to which Lord Bathurst 
next adverts, namely, the sale of Slaves for the 
satisfaction of the debts of the Owners — his 
Lordship justly remarks, that among the whole 
range of projected improvements in the Colonial 
System, there is perhaps none which, on atten- 
tive consideration, will be found to present more 
difficulties than this. His Lordship then enters 
upon an elaborate examination of the question, 
in which he shews a very intimate acquaintance 
with the subject. But these are matters not re- 
quiring much local knowledge, and on which 
adequate information may be obtained by the 
perusal of books and papers ; we cannot there- 
fore be surprised to find the Noble Secretary 
of State so much better qualified to legislate for 
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us on these topics, than he appears to be on cer- 
tain others. And I have great satisfaction in add- 
ing, that this part of the Despatch is not more 
remarkable for a perfect knowledge of the sub- 
ject, and for its clear and luminous views, than 
for a just and scrupulous regard to the rights of 
property. I notice but one apparent exception 
to this remark ; and this, I think, must have 
arisen from an ignorance of the extreme depres- 
sion of the West India affairs. " A time," 
says he, " should be fixed, beyond which no 
existing Judgment should be enforced." His 
Lordship must assist us with his ministerial in- 
fluence to render our properties infinitely more 
productive than they now are, before such a 
period could be fixed, without the grossest in- 
justice to junior creditors. With respect to the 
remedies proposed for these evils, I fear that 
they are more plausible than practicable. 
However, we all know that the evils arising from 
compulsory sales of Slaves, are by no means so 
great in reality as they appear a priori. Ow- 
ing to the almost universal practice of mort- 
gaging Estates for debt, it very rarely indeed 
happens that the Slaves of a plantation are sold 
under an execution separately from the estates 
to which they are attached. My memory fur- 
nishes me but with two instances of plantations 
being broken up by the Provost Marshal, (as 
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our phrase is) tliat is, of the Slaves being de- 
tached for the satisfaction of creditors"; And in 
one of these two instances, the negroes were re- 
moved to the next estate but one, and returned 
to the possession of their former Master. In 
the other instance, the number of Slaves was 
very inconsiderable indeed; and in so small an 
Island as this, even when Slaves are removed 
by sale from their habitations, it can hardly hap- 
pen that they will be transferred to situations so 
remote, as to cut off all intercourse with their 
former connexions. This, by-the-bye, may 
serve as another example to illustrate a remark 
which I formerly made — that much inconveni- 
ence must arise from setting up one standard 
for the regulation of many countries differing 
very widely. 

I trust I have, by this time, made it manifest 
that I have every disposition to acquiesce in the 
plan proposed by the Minister for the Colonies, 
on every point, except where it seems to me to 
militate against important interests : and I hope 
that, on these points, I have shewn that I do 
not differ from him on trivial grounds. I may, 
therefore, expect that a liberal construction will 
be put upon what I may hereafter say; for I 
must confess that I am now approaching a part 
of the Despatch in which I differ most essentially 
from its author. The subject I allude to, re- 
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lates to punishments. And here it is impossible 
not to see how much his Lordship's mind has 
been poisoned by the false and calumnious re- 
presentations of our enemies. I will not con- 
ceal that I have always been led to believe that 
the Noble Secretary for the Colonies is, in point 
of feeling, any thing but a friend to that part of 
the British dominions which is peculiarly under 
his superintendency. But, at the same time 
that I could not but regret this, I have consoled 
myself with the reflection, that as a conscien- 
tious man, and a faithful Minister of the Crown, 
(a character which public report also attributes 
to his Lordship,) he would be peculiarly watch- 
ful over his feelings, least his prejudices should 
betray him into a dereliction of his duty. Hi- 
therto experience has confirmed this confidence. 
But, on the present occasion, it does appear to 
me, that the important voice of popular clamour, 
happening to chime in with the tone of his 
Lordship's feelings, has proved irresistible, and 
got the better of his more deliberate judgment. 
1 question whether the history of legislation fur- 
nishes a more striking illustration of the remark 
of a most sagacious and profound writer on po- 
litical science, f It often happens, (says Mon- 
tesquieu) that a legislator desirous of reforming 
an evil, thinks of nothing but of this reformation; 
his eyes are open only to this object, and shut 
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to its inconveniences." That his Lordship's 
eyes have been shut to the inconveniences inse- 
parable from such a system of discipline as he 
proposes, I shall easily shew. Upon the sub- 
ject of punishments, I can dare to speak out 
boldly : I speak out with the confidence of inno- 
cence/ No man in this community will suspect 
that I am the person who would wish to uphold 
the power of the master for the sake of abusing 
it. I will not condescend to say that I am known 
to be incapable of cruelty to a Slave : I claim a 
higher meed of praise. It is not vanity which 
bids me, upon this occasion, boast that I know 
I am distinguished for humanity and kindness as 
a. Master. I do not mean to insinuate by this 
that there exists a contrary feeling amongst the 
■respectable Slave-Owners of this Colony. Need 
I recal to your minds the testimony, on oath, of 
many most respectable witnesses, which appear- 
ed in a Report upon this subject, but a few 
short weeks ago ? I trust that the facts there 
collected, will prove sufficient to remove suspi- 
cions, unfavourable to the Slave-Owners of this 
Colony, from the most prejudiced minds. But 
I presume to speak of myself in a way that the 
occasion alone could justify, in order that my 
Opinions may carry with them the weight which 
is justly due to the opinions of a man who, I call 
CJod to witness, always endeavours to regulate 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



I 






19 

his conduct towards those whom Providence has 
placed under. his controul,. by the most scrupu- 
lous regard to justice and humanity, and who 
ever considers the happiness of the Slave the 
primary object of discipline. It is this feeling, 
Sir, which urges me to declare, that such a sys- 
tem of discipline, as is here proposed, must lead 
to a total subversion of the Master's authority, 
and consequent insubordination ; and ultimately 
be productive of an incalculable augmentation of 
oifences and punishments. Yes, Gentlemen! an 
augmentation of punishments. I stand up as the 
advocate of the Slave, when I supplicate you not 
to give your sanction to measures, which will 
convert the '. mutual confidence and good will 
which now subsist between the Master and Slaves 
into mutual suspicion and distrust — -causing the 
Master to be regarded as a tyrant, the Slave as 
a spy : the one constantly provoked to go to the 
utmost verge of his authority— the other curious- 
ly jealous lest he dare to exceed it : leaving no 
room for mercy, and cancelling all claims to gra- 
titude. Will you banish the peace and content- 
ment which now prevail among us, and invoke 
discord, anarchy, and rebellion? I pray Hea^ 
ven, that subsequent events may not prove that 
I speak in the spirit of vaticination — vaticination 
do I say! events of the most recent occurrence, 
events which are now actually passing in a heigh - 
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bouring Colony, already give to these opinions 
the weight and authority of history. When the 
rebel of Demerara is asked, why he, who lately 
appeared so well satisfied with his condition, and 
who seemed to look up to his Master as his 
friend and protector, now appears in arms against 
him, what is his reply ? That he has lately been 
led to believe that he ought not to be satisfied 
with his condition ; that the people of England 
are on his side, and wish him to live idle and be 
free. Poor deluded creatures! Happy! con- 
tented ! faithful ! they have been seduced into 
crimes, for which many of them have paid the 
sad forfeiture of life. Theirs has been the sa- 
crifice—but where sticks the guilt ? But let me 
not be misunderstood. Let it not be supposed 
that I am the advocate of unlimited power. Few 
men are worthy of such a trust. My opinions 
on this head stand recorded in the Report, which 
I had the honour to bring up, a few weeks ago, 
as Chairman of a Committee of this Board. 
Your Committee has there recommended, that 
acts of cruelty should be punished by severe 
penalties : in extreme cases, amounting to a for- 
feiture of possession, and an absolute incompe- 
tency to hold property in Slaves for ever after. 
But, in the name of justice, let punishment fall 
on the guilty only, and do not, as is here pro- 
posed, confound the innocent and the guilty in 
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one common disgrace. But to return to the Des- 
patch. In the first place, the punishment of 
flogging is to be totally interdicted in all cases 
where the offender is a woman. Now, sir, al- 
though the idea of flogging a woman may shock 
our notions of gallantry, I believe the sound rea- 
son of the thing consists in this — that discrimi- 
nations in regard to punishments should rest on 
a real difference of character and conduct, as to 
softness of manners, and sensibility of mind; and 
accordingly we find, not only in savage life, 
where there appears to be scarcely any natural 
difference of character between the sexes, but 
even in the most civilized societies, that when- 
ever the gentler sex have, by depravity or vul- 
garity, forfeited their claim to distinction, they 
are treated with as much harshness as the men. 
And I doubt whether a milder discipline would 
be necessary for the poissardes of Paris, or the 
furies of Billingsgate, than for their hardy 
spouses. Are not women flogged in houses of 
correction in England ? and what discrimination 
is there in the punishment of men and women 
for crimes ? Let it here be remembered, that 
crimes, aye, crimes of a very serious nature, are 
often the objects of domestic punishment among 
us ; and that Slaves, in this country, receive 
moderate floggings for offences, which in Eng- 
land, would be punished with death, whether the 
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offender were man or woman. In point of fact, 
feelings of tenderness towards females, which, if 
they be not natural, the refinements of education 
and habit have made almost as strong as if they 
were so, do operate powerfully in mitigating the 
punishments of females. Hence it is, that even I, 
who have failed to give the most unequivocal 
proof of tenderness for the sex, can say, that I 
have never ordered a woman to be flogged since 
I have assumed the management of my Estate. 
But of this I am certain, that did the women on 
my Plantation doubt that I had power to flog 
them, I should be pro voiced to it in a very few 
hours. Unfortunately our black ladies have ra- 
ther a tendency to the Amazonian cast of cha- 
racter ; and I believe that their husbands would 
be very sorry to hear that they were placed be- 
yond the reach of chastisement. In the case of 
one woman on my Plantation who had a more 
than ordinary fondness for pugilistic exercises, I 
made her put on a suit of her brother's clothes, 
that the habits might seem more becoming the 
sex. It had a good effect. However, to re- 
turn. The only punishment for offences of mag- 
nitude that can be substituted for flogging, is 
confinement : and this is a mode of punishment 
for women not without serious objections, on the 
score of humanity. Most women, at the age 
when they are engaged in the active labours of 
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the field, have young families ; and as the mo- 
thers cannot be confined beyond a day or two 
without injury to the children, every humane man 
avoids this as much as possible. And, besides, 
must it not occur to every man, that to prohibit 
the flogging of women absolutely, and under all 
circumstances, would have the effect of covering 
the men also with impunity? Are your build- 
ings broken open— your fields plundered? of 
course it has been done by a woman. What 
has she to fear ? would be the husband's argu- 
ment. And, after all, there can be little doubt 
that, in a moral point of view, there are much 
more serious objections to the prison discipline 
of England, than to the very moderate corporal 
punishments which are inflicted on women in 
this country. There may, undoubtedly, be some 
brutes among us, who are not sufficiently influ- 
enced by those feelings of tenderness for women, 
for which I have, without fear of contradiction, 
given credit to the Country at large. We must 
take care, in the Slave code, about which this 
Board is now employed, to give these gentry 
some sharp lessons in gallantry. 

Now as to taking the whip from the driver, I 
foresee, that by depriving him of all means of 
enforcing prompt obedience to his orders, he 
will lose the respect of the gang altogether ) and 
instead of from one to three stripes with a rod, 
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or with a cat of four tails very rarely (for such 
is now the discipline of the field), we shall have 
to inflict daily punishment for outrageous acts of 
insubordination. If a labourer in England is la- 
zy or sulky about his work, he is dismissed ; and 
the fear of being turned out of employment is 
found sufficient to insure good behaviour. But 
what controul are we to have over our Slaves ? 
Once establish this rule, and then adieu to all 
peace and comfort on Plantations We are to 
be employed from morning to night, in hearing 
and adjusting complaints of the driver. A per- 
son, conversant with the field-work of our plan- 
tations, can alone know in what a variety of 
ways a contumacious spirit may embarrass the 
business of an Estate, if there exist no power to 
check it on the instant. As to postponing the 
punishment to the. day after that on which the 
offence has been committed, it is a wise and pru- 
dent caution for every man to observe in matters 
of importance. I know, from experience, that 
the pain of inflicting corporal punishments may 
very often be saved altogether by such a regula- 
tion. It will often appear, when the offender is 
brought up for punishment, that, as far as the 
individual is concerned, all the object of disci- 
pline (repentance) has been accomplished by the 
apprehension of it. But, whether it may be ad- 
visable to enforce this regulation by penalties, on 
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every the most trivial occasion, appears very 
questionable. If a gentleman, on being told 
he is a liar by a man on a footing with him, 
knocks the offender down on the spot, he is al- 
lowed to have acted in a very natural way; and 
should he even reiterate the blow, he would not 
be considered a very ferocious person, who de- 
served the infliction of a heavy penalty ; but 
we Slave-Owners, frail and debased as we are 
said to be, must learn to exercise a more watch- 
ful controul over our feelings. The thing which 
must strike every man, as the peculiar cruelty 
and hardship of our case, in reference not only 
to this Despatch, but to the usage we commonly 
receive from all persons who write or speak on 
West India societies, is, that, while they stig- 
matize us as devils, they require from us the per- 
fection of angels. With what justice may this 
character of the Cornelian laws be applied to 
this code — that " they laid snares, sowed thorns, 
~and opened precipices, wheresoever the citizens 
set their feet." 

The regulation to which I am next to ad- 
vert, will help to illustrate this remark. It is a 
regulation which could have proceeded only 
from a legislator, who is not himself subject to 
the law. Speaking of those countries where 
the people have a voice in framing their laws, 
it has been justly said, " Les loix sont toujour s 
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donees, parceque celni qui les etablit s'y sou- 
met." Of course you will understand, Gentle- 
men, that I allude to the book which is to be 
kept for the purpose of registering the offences 
and punishments which may take place on the 
Estate, and to which the Master and Overseer 
is to swear, quarterly before a Magistrate. I 
have often sickened at my humiliation as a Co- 
lonist; but this makes every other degradation 
I have experienced, appear as nothing. Is it 
possible that any honourable man can submit to 
this debasement? " Penal laws are to check 
the arm of wickedness, but not to wage war 
with the natural sentiments of the heart." The 
vile wretch, who has already compromised the 
dignity of virtue, and made terms with a guilty 
conscience, will not feel himself degraded by 
this quarterly purgation. But can it be sup- 
posed that any honourable man, proud in the 
consciousness of deserving the applause of men, 
and the approbation of heaven, will endure to 
be sent quarterly to a Magistrate, stained with 
the imputation of guilt, there to make oath that 
he has not been acting the part of a monster 
and brute during the last three months ? Hear 
the words, I would almost say of something 
more than human wisdom, (you will allow me 
to take the book, for nature has not gifted me 
with a ready memory,) " Let us," says the im- 
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mortal Montesquieu, " follow nature, which lias 




given shame to man as his scourge ; and let 


* 


the heaviest part of the punishment be the in- 




famy attending it." And he goes on, " But if 




there be some countries where shame is not a 




consequence of punishment, this must be owing 




to tyranny, which has inflicted the same punish- 




ment on villains and honest men." When we 


. 


all of us, without distinction, the honest man no 




less than the villain, carry about with us the 




odium of being a brute and a savage, which this 




regulation would fix upon every Slave-Owner in- 




discriminately, the sense of shame will indeed no 




longer be a scourge We shall all appear infa- 




mous alike ; and many a violent man, who does 


r- 


-j- not expose himself to the execration of the 




community, and the infamy which now attaches 




upon every act of barbarity, will, when re- 




strained by no |check, but the penalties of law, 




contrive, by ingenious expedients, to evade 


^* 


l, the most curiously contrived machinery of oaths 




and inquisition. 




Harsh laws are always impotent. They 




will be evaded. " Et magis valebunt ingeni- 




orum acumina, quam legis auctoritas." — Ba- 


J 


con. This will ever be the case, not only 


a 


when laws are harsh, but when they are not 




adapted to the genius and manners of the peo- 




ple. And Lord Bathurst, I think, will not 
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deny, that a system of Government, not free 
from defects, but under which the people are 
contented and happy, is infinitely preferable to 
the most perfect Utopian system that is not in 
accordance with the habits and manners of the 
people. And how can he know what is adapted 
to the manners and sentiments of these Colo- 
nies ? Solon being asked, whether the laws he 
had given to the Athenians, were the best, re- 
plied, <« they are the best they can bear;" and 
divine wisdom said to the Jews, " I have given 
you precepts which are not good;" that is, 
not good in themselves, but convenient for you, 
in deference to habits and prejudices. In cast- 
ing my eye over the concluding part of that pa- 
ragraph of the Despatch which is now under 
consideration, a word strikes me, which I can- 
not help remarking. — '« When the person of a 
Slave shall exhibit marks of flogging or mutila- 
tion:' The use of this word may serve to show 
what are Lord Bathurst's notions of our pu- 
nishments : and may help to account for the ex- 
treme severity of the discipline to which he 
would subject us. I could assure his Lordship, 
that the mutilation of a fellow-creature, excites 
no greater horror in his mind than in the mind 
of every respectable Slave-Owner in this Coun- 
try: and as to the marks of 'flogging, the expres- 
sion forces upon me a comparison which I hesitate 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



■ 



4 



29 

to make — a comparison of our punishments with 
the punishments of the army and navy. I am 
informed, that it is a constant rule that the sol- 
dier who receives a flogging, is taken from the 
halberts to the hospital, the punishments being 
always administered with that degree of seve- 
rity which renders surgical aid necessary. Now, 
Gentlemen, will you forgive me if I ask you, if 
you ever suffered such a punishment to be given 
on your Estates, as to render it necessary 
that the culprit should lay up for one day ? 
Are you not extremely annoyed if even one 
stripe, more severe than the others, shall happen 
to have broken the skin ? And are the effects 
of ordinary punishments visible on the person 
two days after they have been administered? 
For myself, I declare before heaven, I have now 
given a faithful description of punishments on 
my estate ; and I conscientiously believe that 
among owners throughout the Island, with very 
few exceptions, they are on the same moderate 
scale. Yet, as I have before said, there are, no 
doubt, a few brutes among us — thank God ! a 
very few, I believe. But we must take care, if 
we cannot restrain the ferocity of such men, to 
provide suitable scourges for them by law. 
The last subject of regulation, adverted to in 
the Despatch, relates to the means of insuring 
to the Slave what property he may have acquired. 



x 
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As I never in my life heard a single instance 
in which the property of a Slave was invaded by 
the master, I do not feel very solicitous about 
it ; but, of course, I would not oppose any regu- 
lation for more effectually securing the peculium 
of the Slave. 

We have now arrived at the most serious, 
I would almost say awful, part of the Despatch. 
In the concluding paragraph we are given to 
understand, that we must not presume to exer- 
cise any judgment or discretion in matters in- 
volving, not our most important interests only, 
but our very existence. The edict has gone 
forth, and woe be to him who hesitates to obey 
it. The words are these — ft And if (what I am 
unwilling to imagine) you should meet with any 
serious opposition, you will lose no time in 
transmitting to me the necessary communica- 
tion, in order that I may take the earliest op- 
portunity of laying the matter before Parliament, 
and submitting for their consideration such mea- 
sures as it may be fit to adopt in consequence." 
Gentlemen, it would be insulting your under- 
standings to expatiate upon the evil consequen- 
ces that must result from a system of foreign 
legislation. Every school-boy knows that oppres- 
sion, injustice, and ruin, must be the fate of those 
who live under a system of government, where 
the governoi-s are three or four thousand miles 
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removed from the theatre of their operations; 
and where, as it has been said in the late Re- 
port of your Committee, " Calumny would sup- 
ply the place of observation, and speculation 
usurp the province of experience." If I wanted 
to give you proofs of these things, what need I 
do more than refer you back to this very Des- 
patch, which I hold in my hand.— Take warning 
from this. There is not, I believe, in his 
Majesty's dominions, a man who has less of 
what is called the spirit of radicalism in him than 
J have. T consider the British Constitution the 
best in the world ; the British People the happi- 
est in the world. And great and powerful as is 
the influence of Government, I do not think 
that, in the present state of things, with the en- 
ormous wealth which is diffused among the peo- 
ple, and the ardent spirit of liberty that per- 
vades every class, the interests of the nation, or 
the happiness of the people, would be so well 
provided for, if the influence of Government 
was less. And, notwithstanding the clamour 
there is in England about the corruption of 
Parliament, I doubt whether there ever was 
in the world a legislative assembly so much 
governed by reason and justice. But do not 
let us delude ourselves with the notion, that the 
interests of the Colonies would be effectually 
protected and provided for by the British Par- 
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liament, should they undertake to legislate for 
us. The influence of Ministers is notoriously 
sufficient to insure the sanction of Parliament to 
most measures which they propose. But, then, 
when the matters relate to Great Britain her- 
self, Parliament has ample means of being in- 
formed of the premises, and, therefore is fully 
competent to judge of the expediency and ten- 
dency of the measures proposed. Their own 
interests are immediately implicated, and the 
Minister, in deference to the integrity of Parlia- 
ment does not venture to put their pliability to 
too severe a trial. The case is widely different 
in reference to the Colonies. The knowledge 
which Members of Parliament can obtain upon 
these subjects, is necessarily imperfect, and 
generally derived from corrupt sources. An 
honest assembly forming their judgments on the 
representations of West India society, given 
by Messrs. Wilberforce, Macaulay, Stephen, 
and Buxton, could not do less than bind us in 
chains of iron. But, I believe the more conscien- 
cious and enlightened Members of Parliament 
begin to have their suspicions of this junta, and 
hesitate to sacrifice the lives and properties of 
their fellow-subjects on information resting upon 
such authority. Nevertheless, this very class 
of Members, diffident in themselves, and con- 
fiding in the more full and accurate knowledge 
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of official persons, would, from honourable scru- 
ples, pin their faith on the Minister. The re- 
sult of which would be, that although you are 
talked to about measures submitted to the con- 
sideration of Parliament, and made to believe 
that your interests are to have a fair and im- 
partial examination there — the will of the Secre- 
tary for Colonies is your law, and you will live 
under the most absolute, unqualified despotism 
that ever crushed a suffering people. The good 
character of the individual who may happen to 
be at the head of your affairs, is no security for 
your rights. This is a broad maxim, which 
admits of no exception — that those who hold 
their rights at the will of an individual, have 
no rights at all. I anticipate much wit and 
many smart jokes, about the inconsistency of 
Slave-owners talking of rights and liberties; 
but this is the clamour of ignorance : look to 
history, and you will there find, that no nations 
in the world have been more jealous of their 
liberties than those amongst whom the institu- 
tion of Slavery existed. We still appeal to 
Greece and Rome for the brightest examples 
of patriotism, and, in short, of all the nobler 
virtues. Mr. Burke has, with that profound, 
piercing insight into the sources of human ac- 
tions for which he was so distinguished, most 
happily developed the causes of this fact, in 
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his speech for conciliating the North American 
Colonies. But, if it has been determined that 
Colonies are best governed by the strong arm 
of irresistible power, will they not have some 
tenderness for the habits and principles in which 
the present generation has been trained up? 
The people of England will surely spare us at 
least ; and, in pity, let them begin by closing 
the doors of their schools and their universities 
against our sons, and by prohibiting the export- 
ation of English books and English news-papers 
to the Colonies. — Yet still I fear, that the 
blood which flows in their veins would boil until 
it burst asunder the chains of despotism. It is 
English blood. It has been beautifully said, 
u An Englishman is the worst man on earth to 
argue another into slavery — his speech bewray- 
eth him." This topic would lead me into a 
copious discussion — but it is time for me to 
conclude ; and I shall only add, that I hope I 
have not inflicted a parricidal wound on my 
country, by presuming to disobey this Despatch 
so far as to have raised the voice of remonstrance 
against the fiat of the Minister. 
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Gentlemen, when I reflect on the able and 
judicious arguments which have been used by 
my honourable and learned friend (Mr. Hamden), 
against our adopting, in our legislative capacity, 
the whole of the measures recommended in my 
Lord Bathurst's letter to his Excellency the 
Governor^ as a code of laws for the future go- 
vernment of our Slaves, I feel that I cannot pos- 
sibly throw any new light on this subject, nor 
advance any arguments so well calculated to ex- 
press our gloomy forebodings, and the destruc- 
tive consequences which would be the inevitable 
result of a bill, passed on the unqualified basis of 
his Lordship's recommendation. Yet the stake 
I hold in the country, and the interest I feel in 
all that is passing, will not allow me to be silent. 
In commenting on Lord Bathurst's letter, my 
honourable Friend has distinctly stated, that we 
cannot give our consent to the passing of a bill 
which, in its immediate effects, would tend to 
seal the ruin of our property and the sacrifice of 
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our lives ; that we are still ready, in sincerity 
and good faith, to do all that we can to give ef- 
fect to the wishes of his Majesty's Government, 
for ameliorating the condition of the Slaves, so 
long- as we are not called upon to submit to 
measures which, from local experience, we know 
to be inconsistent not only with the sacred rights 
of private property, but with our very existence. 
The improved condition of our Slaves, the ex- 
ertions we are all at this moment making for 
their religious instruction, are proofs of the live- 
ly interest we feel for their temporal and eternal 
welfare. It is not necessary for me, Gentlemen, 
to prove to you that their condition is already 
greatly ameliorated ; but if there are those who 
disbelieve all testimony and all arguments, let 
them look to facts, and then decide. Let them 
look to the extent of our land, to the enormous 
population we maintain, and to its gradual in- 
crease, as exhibited in the returns of the Reads- 
try Office : then let them say if such an increase 
is not at once an honourable testimony in our fa- 
vour, to prove the care and attention with which 
our Slaves are treated ; and is it not evident that 
we, who daily provide them with three full 
meals from our granaries, in addition to a large 
dressed meal, and who, to accomplish these ob- 
jects, are obliged to appropriate nearly one-half 
of the labour of our Estates, cannot grant them 



* 



\T> 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



* 



37 

the same time that is done in countries less 
thickly populated, and where the fertility of the 
soil enables the slave to feed himself, by his mas- 
ter's allowing him one clay in the week. — Mr. 
Secretary Canning, in his able speech on Mr. 
Buxton's motion, remarks, with his usual saga- 
city, that the links which bind Master to Slave, 
are knots which may be disentangled, but must 
not be cut. If all the measures recommended 
by my Lord Bathurst are submitted to, the 
knot which unites the Master to the Slave is that 
moment, and for ever, severed. A legislative 
enactment, to the full extent, of my Lord Ba- 
thurst's proposal, would destroy the bonds 
which unite the one to the other, and end in our 
ruin and misery. It is impossible, Gentlemen, 
to look to the period when, as husbands and fa- 
thers, some of us would almost feel it a duty to 
imbrue our hands in the blood of our wives and 
daughters, to preserve them from pollution, 
without a deep and fearful feeling ! Mr. Secre- 
tary Canning has also said, that whilst his Ma- 
jesty's Ministers are determined to resist any 
thing like contumacy, yet they will be ready to 
listen to any reasonable objections, which the 
local knowledge and experience of the Colonial 
Legislatures may induce them to urge. Far be 
it from me, Gentlemen, to advocate a contuma- 
cious resistance to the wishes of his Majesty's 
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Government ; my duty to the Crown, my sincere 
attachment to the Mother-Country, and to the 
Constitution under which I live, alike forbid such 
a thought ; but it is, nevertheless, a duty we 
owe to ourselves, respectfully but firmly to state 
the insurmountable objections we feel to mea- 
sures fraught with so much evil. Mr. Can- 
ning has distinctly admitted, that our property, 
such as it is, has been sanctioned and encou- 
raged by repeated Acts of Parliament, that by 
these it had been already involved in hazards 
and distresses— hazards which Parliament had 
no right to create, and distresses which it was 
bound to relieve. We have the solemn pledge 
of his Majesty's Ministers— we have the un- 
qualified assurance of a man, whose elevation of 
mind and station render him indifferent to popu- 
lar clamour; but should all our fair hopes and 
expectations be destroyed, should our arguments 
and complaints be alike disregarded, at least let 
us not, by rash concessions, have to reproach 
ourselves in that awful and trying moment, which 
then most surely awaits us. That this is not idle 
speculation, look to the result in Demerara, 
where, I am assured, that the insurrection of the 
Blacks was immediately consequent on the pro- 
mulgation of the Order in Council, having the 
same purport as my Lord Bathurst's letter. 
After the solemn assurances which his Ex- 
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cellency lias so often given us of the interest he 
feels in the welfare of the Colony, it is not with- 
out considerable surprise and regret, that I 
heard his Excellency's determination to hazard 
no opinion whatever on passing events. It is 
impossible not to see that his Excellency is 
placed in a most delicate situation; we must 
admit that it is his duty, in obedience to my 
Lord Bathurst's instructions, to urge on us the 
measures pointed out in his Lordship's Des- 
patch; but his Excellency's obedience to such 
instructions is not inconsistent with the duty 
which he owes to the Colony over which he pre- 
sides : It is his duty, I humbly conceive, to 
make himself acquainted with our interests and 
our real situation: to satisfy himself, by the in- 
formation which he may have obtained, that our 
security is endangered by the proposed mea- 
sures, and then to have endeavoured, by a re- 
presentation to Ministers, to have preserved us 
from a measure, having, in its effects, such a 
mischievous tendency. I must not be supposed 
to intend any reflection on his Excellency's con- 
duct ; but however prudent and politic may be 
his recent determination, yet, as I fear silence 
alone cannot fail to do us harm, I feel that I 
should not discharge the duty which I owe to 
my Country in my legislative capacity, were I 
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to refrain from giving my opinion on a subject 
of so much delicacy. 

Notwithstanding the popular clamour which 
lias been excited against us in the Mother-coun- 
try, by the active and persecuting measures of 
the African Institution, and the publication of 
pamphlets teeming with falsehood; though we 
live in awful times, and tread suppositos ignes 
in cinere doloso ; .1 will not conclude without 
expressing my confidence in the integrity and 
justice of his Majesty's Ministers, to dispel 
those clouds of destruction which awf ally threaten 
their unfortunate, but not guilty and offending, 
fellow-subjects. 
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Mr. P. L. HINDS then rose and said:— 

Gentlemen, I move a vote of Thanks to the 
Honourable Member' (Mr. Hamden), for his 
attentive and able consideration of the impor- 
tant subjects of Earl Bathurst's Despatch, now 
before us. The serious attention he has devoted 
to these subjects, is truly evinced by the clear 
and comprehensive declaration of his opinions, 
in his address just delivered to us. I most cor- 
dially coincide with him ; and, so forcibly am I 
impressed with a belief of your general concur- 
rence in his sentiments, as well as those of the 
Honourable Baronet, that I further move, that 
the observations of both the Honourable Mem- 
bers be adopted as the expression of the unani- 
mous feeling of this Board. 

Mr. Hinds's Motion was seconded by the 
Rev. Mr. Gittens, and carried unanimously. 
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